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Spreading Anti-Union Agenda
Like a wind-whipped brush fire, the mass union protests that began in Madison, Wis,, last
week have spread to the capitals of Ohio and Indiana where Republican Jawmakers also are
trying to cripple the bargaining power of unions — and ultimately realize a cherished
partisan dream of eradicating them. In each case, Republican talk of balaneing budgets is
cover for the real purpose of gutting the political force of middle-class state workers, who are
steady supporters of Democrats and pose a threat to a growing conservative agenda,

In Ohio, Republican legislators, backed by Gov, John Kasich, have introduced a bill to end
collective bargaining for state employees, in addition to imposing budgetary givebacks.
Former Gov. Ted Strickland, a Democrat who was defeated by Mr. Kasich last year, has
called the bill 2 “coordinated attack on the working middle class.” Thousands of union
supporters showed up at the Capitol in Columbus on Tuesday, but the patty appears to have
the votes to pass the measure,

Across the border, Republicans are pushing a bill that would make Indiana what is
misleadingly known as a “right-to-work” state, That means workers cannot be requived to
join public- or private-sector unjons ot pay dues, starving unions of the money they need to
operate. Democrats in the Indiana House left the state to prevent a vote, tying up all
legislation for two days. Thousands of workers have rallied on the Statehouse grounds. Gov.
‘Mitch Daniels (who ended eollective-bargaining rights for state workers in 2005) has
stipported the bill's concept but on Tuesday urged Republicans to drop it because it could
interfere with other items on his agenda,

Conservative laadets in most states with strong unjons have in the past generally made
accommodations with organized labor, often winning support on social issues in return.

That changed this year after wealthy conservatives poured tens of millions of dollars into the
election campaigns of hard-right candidates ike Mr. Kasich and Gov. Seott Walker of
Wisconsin. |

As Eric Lipton reported in The Times on Tuesday, the billionaire brothers Charles and David
Koch, who have long been staunch union opponents, were among the biggest contributors to



Mr, Walker, (Americans for Prosperity, the conservative group financed by the Kochs, will
begin running anti-union broadeast ads in Wisconsin in the next few days.)

Some public sector unions have contracts and benefits that are too rich for these times, but
even when they have made concessions, Republican officials have kept up the attack, The
Republicans’ claim to be acting on behalf of taxpayers is not beljevable,

In Wisconsin, union leaders agreed to concessions fequested by Mr. Walker: to pay nearly 6
percent of their wages for pension costs, up from nearly zero, and double payments for
health insurance, At that point, most governors would declare victory and move on. Instead,

Mr, Walker has rejected union concessions and won’t even negotiate, His true priority is
stripping workers of collective-bargaining rights and reducing their unfons to a shell. The
unions would no longer be able to raise money to oppose him, as they did in last vear's
election, easing the way for future Republicans as well,

The gamie is up when unionized state workers demonstrate a sensa of shared saerifice but
Republican lawmakers won't even allow them a seat at the table. For unions and Democrats
in the Midwest, this is an existential struggle, and it is one worth waging.



